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Valley Hospice aims to give a better quality of life at the end 
TIlE CHRONICLE HERALD 
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Funding means work can start on residential palliative care facility 

. -

~LA Ke i'" IMng. Kings County Warden Diana Brothe rs. Premie r Step!>en ~c~ il . one 01 1I>e orig inal hosp;ce board 

membe rs Df. James PerlOn . and Heal1h and Wel lness ~ i n is"'f Leo ~a"';ne pose 10, a p!>OIO at 1I>e announcement 01 the 

new hosp<ce and co re centre in 1I>e Annapol is Valley. 

A much-needed and wanted community of care for the dying and the living will finally 

be 11 reality in the Annapolis Valley. thanks to the hard worK of so many for so long. 

"It has been a long journey for the people of the Annapolis Valley," Valley Hospice Board 

chair Diana Patterson said to a crowd at the Valley Regional Hosp~al in Kentville 

Thursday. 

Premier Stephen McNeil, local officials, members of the local medical community and 

volunteers who have fund raised for this facility for the past 16 years were all on hand to 

hear the good news. 

The foundation is contributing $3.3 million from pledges they have collected to the 

construction of the residential palliative care facility . wh ich will be located near the 

hosp~al. 

McNeil, accompanied by HeaHh and Wellness Minister Leo Glavine, announced 

Thursday that the province 's heaHh and wellness budget will comm~ $ 1.7 million annually 

to maintain and operate ~. 

"Dying deserves as much attention as when we are born: said McNeil. 

The facility will give a level of support to those at the end stage of their Iffe. their families 

and caregivers that is currently not available in the Valley - or in the province. 

It will be the second standalone hospice in Nova Scotia. Hospice Halffax, a 10·bed facility . 

is expected to open in December 2017. 

"At the end of our lives we 'd all like the opportunity to die w~h dignity. surrounded by our 

family . friends and a caring palliative care team: said Patterson. 

"We strongly believe we can be enabled to provide a better quality of Iffe near the end. 

both for them and those who are on the journey w~h them." 

First established in 2000, the Valley Hospice Foundation partnered w~h the Valley 

Regional HeaHh Foundation in 2009 to launch a joint cap~al campaign to fundraise as 

one voice for the hospice and hosp~alprojects . 

Since then. together they've raised $8 million from every corner of every Valley 

community . from service clubs, countless fundraisers , foundations and auxiliaries, to 

municipal contributions. Kings County provided $955,500 over the past seven years, a 

municipal spokesperson told the Chronicle Herald. 

"Irs clear from this broad community involvement that this venture is one we have all 

imagined and dreamed of and urgently needed: said Patterson. 

The Valley Regional hosp~al doesn't have a palliative care un~. but end·oHffe care has 

been provided in other areas of the hosp~al. 

The Department of HeaHh and Wellness states that 60 per cent of Nova Scotians die in a 

hosp~al. 

"Irs less costly to put them in a hospice bed than a hosp~al bed," said Hospice 

Foundation executive director Dale Sanford. 

Construction on the facility is expected to begin next year and Ws expected to be open in 

2019. 

The foundation win be part of a steering committee to pinpoint the exact location. oversee 

the design and construction phases, Sanford told the Chronicle Herald. 

"We will also continue to fundraise for the hospice to provide the best care for patients 

and families : 

A news release from the announcement said the hospice will be buiH w~h private 

bedrooms, therapeutic gardens, common spaces and quiet rooms specffically designed 

to serve hospice palliative patients in a peaceful. comfortable, home·like environment. 

The bedrooms will accommodate a family member overnight and each will have a private 

washroom. 

The facility will also include a resource centre for learning opportun~ies for professionals 

and volunteers who worK w~h palliative care patients, providing space for creative grief 

and bereavement programs and complementary therapies. 
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